
  

  

 October 9 & 10, 2021 

 

 

 

By Scripture Alone Discussion Forum 

Wednesday, October 13 – By Scripture Alone is going strong in its fifth year, and we’re excited to 
host another discussion forum! These forums are a wonderful way for By Scripture Alone 
participants to discuss what has been read so far, and we’ll also be previewing the 2022 reading plan. 
Please join us from 7:00 – 8:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. To submit questions (in advance), e-mail 
Pastor Schroeder at eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org. 

 

Fall Festival 

Sunday, October 24 – Join us at St. John’s School from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. for Fall Festival featuring 
trunk or treat! St. John’s church and school families are invited to come in costume and enjoy food, 
games, crafts, and other fun activities for all ages. Volunteers are also needed to help with this event. 
Adult volunteers, visit https://bit.ly/2WSewBy to sign up; teen volunteers, visit 
https://bit.ly/3Fk0t98. We’re excited to host Fall Festival after last year’s hiatus – hope to see you 
there!  

 

Council Project of the Month: Ukrainian Lutheran Mission 

In 1991, the Ukrainian Lutheran Church (ULC) declared fellowship with WELS. The ULC continues to 
face challenges in a social climate where the majority of Ukrainians are heavily influenced by the 
Eastern Orthodox Church and traditions from Slavic mythology. In spite of these challenges, the ULC 
continues to work faithfully to proclaim the saving gospel and to be a voice for confessional 
Lutheranism in Ukraine. We’ll hear more about this 700-member, 17-congregation church body in 
our Mission Festival worship services this weekend. Visit www.sjtosa.org/giving to donate. 

 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society Fall Collection 

Saturday & Sunday, October 9 & 10 – Representatives from the Lutheran Women's Missionary 
Society (LWMS) will be collecting donations for mission activities after each worship service. 
Generous support from many congregations will allow LWMS to support mission activities both 
nationally and world-wide. Donations may also be made online at www.sjtosa.org/giving. Thank you 
for your support! 
 

 

Worship Schedule Spiritual Growth Opportunities 
Sundays – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sundays – 9:15 a.m. Bible Study 
Saturdays – 5:30 p.m.  For details and other spiritual growth opportunities,  
Saturdays – 7:00 p.m. (Mandarin) see the narthex bulletin board or visit  
Communion is offered the first and third www.sjtosa.org/BibleStudies 
weekends of each month 
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HAPPENINGS AT ST. JOHN’S 

 

Soles for Jesus Thank You 

Thanks to your generosity, we delivered 497 pairs of shoes to Soles for Jesus. These will be prepared 
for shipment and ultimately given to a man, woman, or child in Africa who may never have owned a 
pair of shoes. A special thank you goes out to the St. John’s students who prepared such loving notes 
to be tucked into children’s shoes. God willing, we will be collecting again in 2022. Thank you! 
 

Early Learning Center Lending Library 

Our Early Learning Center needs your help! We’re starting up a new Lending Library resource for 
parents and families, and we’re looking for donations. If you have books you’d like to donate – 
devotionals, books on parenting, and more – we’d love to give them a new home! Please contact 
Rachel Wendland at rachel.wendland@sjtosa.org for more information and to donate. 
 

Women’s Book Club 

Tuesday, October 19 – Like to read? Plan to join us on the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 
at St. John’s School! October’s book is The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue by V.E. Schwab, and the 
selection for November is The Last Thing He Told Me by Laura Dave. New members are always 
welcome! 
 

Third Thursday Concert 

Thursday, October 21 – Please plan to join us for these 45-minute concerts held on the third 
Thursday of each month in the church sanctuary. October’s concert centers around “Made in 
America” and features organ pieces by late 19th and early 20th century American composers. Mark 
your calendars and bring your friends to this free concert at 12:15 p.m. in the church sanctuary. 
 

Bedtime Blessings 

Wednesday, October 27 – St. John’s church families with children ages K2 – 1st grade (and their 
siblings) are invited to our Bedtime Blessings event from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.! We have a fun night 
planned with special guests, music, crafts, games, and a parting devotion with a fishing-themed 
snack. Parents will have a chance to browse and purchase family devotional material from Concordia 
Publishing House, and children can come dressed for bedtime. To help us plan accordingly, please 
RSVP at www.sjtosa.org/BedtimeBlessings by Wednesday, October 20.  
 
Rooted and Mowing Workdays 

Saturdays, October 9 & 30 – The Rooted and Mowing team is always looking for volunteers to help 
with garden maintenance and fall clean up. Please consider joining us on October 9 for grass seeding 
at school from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. and/or on October 30 for fall clean up work starting at 10:00 a.m. We 
request that you bring your own gardening gloves and tools. If you’re interested in helping, please 
contact Kurt and Kelly Kramer at rootedandmowing@outlook.com.  
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Ping Pong 

Thursdays, October 14 & 28 – Adults, join us in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 p.m. for ping pong and 
fellowship. We may go for fun afterwards at a local establishment if the group decides they would 
like to! Contact John or Kip Stearns at 262-853-7364 or 262-993-0871 with questions. 
 

Advent by Candlelight – Save the Date 

Sunday, December 5 – We’re excited to announce that Advent by Candlelight will be back in person 
this year! Invite your female family members, friends, and neighbors to attend this Christ-centered 
preparation for the holiday season. Advent by Candlelight will be held in the school gymnasium at 
1:30 p.m. Watch for a registration form and link coming soon!  
 

New Hymnal Purchases 

The new hymnal will be arriving later this fall, and Christian Worship ’21 is intended to be more than 
“just” a book to be used for an hour on Sunday mornings. Prayers and devotional material, new and 
old hymns – all of this makes Christian Worship ’21 the perfect resource to add to your own shelves 
at home. Watch for more information on purchasing a hymnal directly from St. John’s and saving on 
the cost of shipping. Please also consider contributing to help defray the cost of new hymnals; visit 
www.sjtosa.org/giving to donate. 

 

AROUND THE WELS 

 

WELS/ELS Singles Event at Pike Lake 

Saturday, October 16 – Please join us for an afternoon of hiking at Pike Lake in Hartford. We will 
meet in the beach parking lot at 1:30 p.m. and determine our route from there. Contact Rachel Fritz 
at rachelfritz@yahoo.com or 515-778-1374 with questions. 
 

Martin Luther College Choir Concert 

Sunday, October 17 – The Martin Luther College Choir will present a sacred concert at 7:00 p.m. at 
Peace Lutheran Church (1001 Center St., Hartford). The concert, titled “Let It Shine,” will feature a 
selection of choral music representing various composers and styles. The public is invited to attend, 
and a door offering will be gathered to assist with travel expenses for the choir. 
 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society Fall Rally 

Saturday, October 23 – The LWMS Milwaukee Metro South Circuit invites you to attend their 2021 
Fall Rally on Saturday, October 23, from 7:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. at Christ Lutheran Church in Big Bend. 
The rally will feature a presentation on Multi-Language Productions: Bringing the Word to the World 
given by Pastor Nathan Seiltz, director of WELS Multi-Language Publications. There is no registration 
required and no cost to attend. 
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Grace Lutheran Church Employment Opportunity 

Grace Lutheran Church is seeking a qualified candidate for the role of Events Coordinator. This part-
time position works closely with the Events Director and is responsible for select events and activities 
held at Grace. If you have a passion for working with people, the ability to share your faith, and 
experience in events, this is a great opportunity! Candidates must be WELS members in good 
standing and willing to work evenings and weekends. For a full job description and more 
information, contact Veronica Brewer (Events Director) at vbrewer@gracedowntown.org or  
414-271-3006. 
 

New Hymnal Virtual Concert and Hymn Sing 

A concert and hymn sing featuring new hymns as well as old favorites are now available to view 
online. These videos showcase several choirs and beautiful scenery and images that highlight the 
spiritual message of the songs. Visit www.bit.ly/3zCXS5X to view the videos. 
 

Grace Lutheran Church Songs, Stories, and Studies 

Attention all stay-at-home parents, grandparents, and nannies! Are you looking for fellowship with 
others as well as your little ones? Join fellow caregivers for Songs, Stories, and Studies on Fridays, 
from 9:30 – 10:45 a.m. outside the nursery in the Parish Center at Grace (1209 N. Broadway, 
Milwaukee) twice a month. Kid time is 9:30 – 10:00 a.m., during which kids will learn Bible stories, 
sing songs, and engage in other fun activities. Afterwards, kids head off to the nursery for some 
supervised free play while the adults enjoy some coffee and time in the Bible with one of the Grace 
pastors. Upcoming dates are October 22, November 5 & 19, and December 3 & 10. Please feel free 
to contact Diana Carter at Diana.Marzinske@blc.edu with questions. 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

Budget to Actual Comparison  

  Budget  Actual  Difference 

July 1 – September 30:  $ 280,373  $ 252,021  $ (28,352) 

October 1 – 7:  $ 20,137  $ 18,325       $ (1,812) 

Year-to-Date Totals:  $ 300,510  $ 270,346  $ (30,163) 

       

 
Weekly worship services are available online at www.sjtosa.org/video 
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